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Articles 
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Accounting Dauphinais, Bill 


Hayles, George 





Sections 
C = Community 

G = Getting Started 
H = Hands On 

R = Review 

S 


Title and Description = State of the Art 


Accounts Usable An in-depth look at Open Systems’ account- 
ing software. 

Minding Your Business The Total Accounting Systems from 
TES. 





Artificial Ham, Michael 
Intelligence 


Playing by the Rules Expert systems—what they are and how 
they work. 





Books Young, Mike 


The McGraw-Hill Handbook The 1000-page computer tome 
that claims to have all the answers. 





Business Brown, Eric & 
Faulkner, John 


Gordon, Phillip 
Greenberg, Ken 
Littman, Jonathan 


Micossi, Anita 


PC World 


Computers Ride the Range Computers help cattle ranchers 
stay competitive in today’s complex beef business. 

Hollywood PC The PC heips bring order to the chaos of TV 
and movie production. 

Totally Unwarranted The legal ins and outs of software war- 
ranties and disclaimers. 

Executives Rate Their PCs An Arthur Andersen report on 
corperate impressions of personal computers. 

Perils of Software Publishing What it takes to start a software 
company in today’s marketplace. 

The Ten-Second Commute The benefits of and drawbacks to 
working at home. 





Subject 


Subject 


Author Issue Page Section 


Title and Description 





Business 
Applications 


Guttman, Michael K. 11 56 G 


How to Choose an Accounting Package A simple and 
straightforward guide to accounting software. 





Business Graphics 


Wilcox, David L. 


The Boom in Business Graphics Computer graphics can help 
your audience get the picture. 





Calculations 


Goodban, Nancy & 
Hakuta, Kenji 


10 


Statistical Quintet Five statistics packages~Abstat, Crisp, 
Microstat, SL-Micro, and Systat—are examined. 





Close-Up 


Brown, Eric 4 
Fluegelman, Andrew, ed. 12 


Littman, John 


Micossi, Anita 


COMPAQ Gets a 10 A conversation with David Bunnell and 
Compag president Rod Canion. 

In Quest of True BASIC An interview with the authors of the 
world’s most popular computer language. 

Open Doors New products and organizations help the dis- 
abled communicate and work. 

The Lotus Position A conversation with Lotus Development 
president Mitch Kapor. 





Communications 


Blankenhorn, Dana 
Bottomly, Kirk 


Brown, Eric 


Jordan, Larry 


Magid, Lawrence J. 
Pearson, Greg 


Powers, Jack 


Sachs, Jonathan 


Schwaderer, David W. 


The PC News A look at the news media of the future. 

CompuServe Means Business Start up with CompuServe’s Ex- 
ecutive Information Service. 

Fear and Lurking on CB Simulator CompuServe puts the 
party back in party line. 

Remote and Unattended An introduction to unattended com- 
munications software. 

A Host of Hosts A comparison of six unattended host 
systems. 

In Box Out Box Electronic mail software turns the PC into 
an unattended post office. 

Modems in the Fast Lane Modems that make it possible for 
PCs to break the 1200-bps barrier. 

Intelligent Communications Five all-purpose smart-terminal 
communications packages. 

Electronically Yours A survey of four major electronic mail 
services. 

The Microcom Agreement The Microcom Networking Pro- 
tocol emerges as a telecommunications standard. 

Modems: The Inside Story The why and how of reducing 
computer communications to a single chip. 

Build a PC Power Control Build a device that turns your PC 
off and on automatically. 

Local Area Networks Local area networks are becoming a 
reality. 

Communication Concepts Understanding the concepts behind 
data communications. 
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Data 
Management 


Alperson, Burton L. 


Jenkins, David 


Ryals, Steven D. 
Sotomayor, Manuel 


7 


7 


151 


234 


34 


182 


R 


H 


A Champion Among Middleweights R:base 4000 data base 
manager reviewed. 

Choosing Data Management Software A checklist of data 
base management software features to look for. 

Logical Views Windows and fast data manipulation are fea- 
tured in SSI’s new data manager. 

The dBASE . report dBASE’s REPORT FORM commands 
generate sophisticated output. 

Tuning Up dBASE Tips for speeding up your dBASE II 
applications. 

Take Command of dBASE II dBASE II’s command files auto- 
mate compiex command sequences. 

dBASE III The upgrade of and improvements to Ashton-Tate’s 
popular data manager are evaluated. 

Before You Begin dBASE II’s new on-disk tutorial. 

Blueprint Your Data Base How to plan your data bases. 





Disk Magazines 


Cook, Keith Richard 


Direct to Disk Disk magazines are changing the way people 
receive computer information. 





Displays 


Sachs, Jonathan 


Up »n the Big Screen Large-screen monitors and extended 
display adapter boards reviewed. 





Education 


Bacon, Gary 
Stahr, Lisa B. 


Steidtmann, N. 


A PC for the Teacher Experiences with computers in the 
classroom. 

The Electronic University The TeleLearning network makes 
education by modem a reality. 

PC Training: Which Way to Go? The pros and cons of the 
most popular PC training methods. 





Finance 


Hunt, Donald 


Soucie, Ralph 


Steidtmann, N. 


Williams, Andrew T. 


Formulas for Profit A 1-2-3 template simplifies cost-volume- 
profit analysis for businesses. 

Can Your PC Survive a Tax Audit? How to claim your PC as 
a tax write-off with the advice of a former IRS auditor. 

Brilliant Deduction Tips for writing off your PC under the 
new tax law. 

Brokerage Firms Go On Line Investors log on for instant 
information. 

Tracking Your Dividends Build a spreadsheet to record your 
investment dividends—and relax at tax time. 

Of Spreadsheets and Models The history of electronic spread- 
sheets and their relationship to financial modeling programs. 





Financial 
Modeling 


Dauphinais, Bill 


Williams, Andrew T. 


Planning for Profit A review of Micro/Prophit, a mainframe- 
style financial modeling program. 

Follow the Yellow Brick Road Oz, a simple but sophisticated 
financial planning tool, reviewed. 





PC World 


Cook, Keith Richard 


Schwartz, Stuart R. 


For Game Gourmets Beneath Apple Manor, Frogger, and 
Gridstar. 

For Game Gourmets Pits & Stones, J-Bird, and 
Shultz’s Treasure. 

Chess Champion of the 8088 Who plays a better game of 
chess, man or machine? 
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Author 


Issue Page Section 
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Getting Started 


Arnold, David & G 
Novogrodsky, Seth 
Miller, Harry G 


Cooking Up a Batch File Writing batch files—the simplest 
kind of programming. 
Let’s Get Started Welcome to PC World’s new section. 





Graphics 


Alperson, Burton L. 
Celentano, Joseph P. 
Crider, Bill 
Dietrich, Mark & 
Stothers, Jennifer 


Hamburger, Cindy 


King, Kip 
Lambert, Steve 


Neuhaus, Peter 


Beyond Bar Charts Chart-Master and BPS Business Graphics 
programs evaluated. 

1-2-3 Graphs Made Easy Learn to use 1-2-3’s graphics 
functions. 

Professional Presentations Guidelines for a fail-safe business 
presentation. 

Toward a Graphics Standard A new graphics communication 
standard takes hold. 

60-Second Slides The Polaroid Palette makes presentation- 
quality slides from a computer. 

Delta Drawing A simple painting graphics program. 

The Graphics Gallery A review of Microsoft Chart, a com- 
prehensive business graphics program. 

Halo Media Cybernetics’ Halo is a step toward graphics pro- 
gramming standardization. 





Graphics 
Hardware 


McCune, David 9 


Runchal, A., Treger, J.,& 9 
Tam, C. 
Tucker, Michael 10 


More Color Than Big Blue The PC Peacock and the Graphics 
Plus II color graphics boards. 

Pick of the Plotters Three multipen plotters: the Amplot II, 
the HP 7475 Graphics Plotter, and the Hiplot DMP29. 

The 3270 Improves Its Image High-resolution PC Graphics 
and Host Graphics for the 3270-PC. 





Hardware 


Dicken, Howard & 
Luhn, Robert 

Luhn, Robert & Cook, 
Rick 


Cool Chips CMOS keeps smaller and more powerful comput- 
ers cool. 

80286: Intel’s Multitask Master The workings of Intel’s 
multitasking processor chip. 





Human Factors 


Mauk, Susan 


The Radiation Question Does your VDT make you sick? 





Integrated 
Applications 


Anderson, Dick 


Crider, Bill 


Gordon, Phillip 
Powers, Jack 
Shinyeda, Merrily 
Usim, William 


Wallach, Wendell 


Frame by Frame Using Framework’s Outline View to organize 
your work. 

Framework: Simplicity and Synergy A review of Ashton- 
Tate’s integrated software. 

A DesQ With Nine Views DesQ, Quarterdeck’s new window- 
ing environment reviewed. 

What Is Integrated Software? The pros and cons of the three 
types of software integration. 

The Communicator’s Tool Chest Data management and com- 
munications are married in MIST +. 

The Real Jack2 Challenge Jack2 integrates word processing, 
data base management, spreadsheets, and graphics. 

A New Idea in Word Processing The Idea Processor lets you 
search and sort text and graphics files. 

The Almost-Perfect Library Perfect Software enters the inte- 
grated-package race. 
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Integrated 
Software 


Anderson, Dick 


Fluegelman, Andrew 


McDermott, Paul 


Miller, Harry 


7 


" 


143 


R 


R 


A Symphonic Performance Symphony is put to the test with a 
real-world task that uses all five applications. 

Five Complex Pieces An analysis of how well Lotus has har- 
monized the five applications that make up the Symphony 
package. 

The Little Black Book Learn about 1-2-3’s data management 
functions. 

The Little Black Book II A 1-2-3 name and address template 
that prints mailing labels. 

A Feast of Features Symphony’s features compared with five 
stand-alone applications. 





International 
Business 


Steidtmann, N. 


The PC in China China launches a computer industry of its 
own, 





Languages 


Barnaby, Chip & 
Huizenga, Charlie 
Fox, Jeff 


Ham, Michael 


Powers, Jack 


Smith, David W. 
Stone, Greg 


But Is It Really FORTRAN? A comparative review of avail- 
able FORTRAN compilers. 

Big Ideas From Smalltalk The little-known language that be- 
gan concurrency, multitasking, and windows. 

Four FORTHs A comparative review of FORTH compilers. 

Occam’s Edge A multitasking-oriented programming 
language. 

The High Cs A comparative review of four C compilers. 

The Turtle Grows Up Dr. Logo, PC Logo, and Waterloo Logo 
compared. 


IBM Rides the Turtle IBM’s Logo reviewed. 





Management 


Dauphinais, Bill & 
Darnell, Leonard 


Task Force MicroGANTT and Primavera Project Manager 
reviewed. 





Memory 


Goodman, Danny 


How Much Memory Is Enough? The basics of computer 
memory—from RAM and ROM to disk emulation and ex- 
pansion boards. ‘ 





Operating Systems 


Arnold, David 
Novogrodsky, Seth 
Smith, David & 


Marvit, Peter 
Tucker, Michael 


DOS for Beginners A tutorial on the PC’s disk operating 
system. 

The First Five Functions How to use the function keys to sim- 
plify DOS commands. 

UNIX Tug-of-War IBM’s UNIX operating system for the PC. 


Understanding Operating Systems An operating system 
primer. 





Personal 
Management 


Breslow, Jordan 


Guttman, Michael K. 


Legal Troubles Lassen Software’s Personal Lawyer reviewed. 
Mastering the Real Estate Market Three real estate software 
packages compared. 





Politics 


Littman, Jonathan 


The New Political Machine The PC’s role in Campaign ’84. 





Printers 


PC World 


Martin, Janette 
Martin, Janette & 
Schwartz, Stuart 


Laser Printers A ‘ook at laser printing technology. 
Good Impressions Four letter quality printers compared. 





Subject 


Subject 


Author 


Issue Page Section 
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Programming 


Covington, Michael A. 
DeMers, Raymond 


Mickelsen, John K. 
Ouchi, Glenn I. 


202 
244 


188 
60 


Taming the Pascal Compiler Using the IBM Pascal Compiler. 

Single-Button Menu BASIC commands and DOS 2.00 batch 
files build a menu system. 

Really Random Test BASIC 2.00’s random number generator. 

Super BASIC Using the IBM PC BASIC Compiler to make 
your BASIC programs run faster. 





Project 
Management 


Dauphinais, Bill & 
Darnell, Leonard 


Project Management: One Step at a Time An introduction to 
project management on the PC. 





Psychology 


Cook, Keith Richard 


Perfect Pitch The Sales Edge helps salespeople analyze poten- 
tial customers. 





Scientific 
Applications 


Littman, Jonathan 


PC in the Sky Low-cost image processing of satellite photos. 





Software 
Integration 


Cook, Steven, ed. 


Magid, Lawrence J. 


Microsoft Does Windows Microsoft’s new advanced user 
interface. 

Window Talk Bill Gates, Terry Opdendyk, and Gary Pope 
compare notes on their mouse and window products. 





Spreadsheets 


Miller, Harry 
Ouchi, Glen I. 


Permar, Bill 
Soucie, Ralph 


Weiss, Eric 


Williams, Andrew T. 


Introduction to Spreadsheets An electronic spreadsheet 
primer. 

Lotus in the Lab Import data from lab instruments and pro- 
cess it with 1-2-3. 

SuperCalc3: A Step Up A review of SuperCalc 3. 

Personal Macro Economics Using 1-2-3 to create and monitor 
your home budget. 

/X Marks the Macro Automate spreadsheet functions with 
1-2-3’s advanced macro capabilities. 

Linking Worksheets With Multiplan A tutorial on Multiplan’s 
ability to link spreadsheets. 





Storage 


Cook, Rick 
Martin, Janette 


Neuhaus, Peter 


Powers, Jack 


Seeing Is Retrieving A look at optical disk technology. 

Media Conversion Data format conversion by service bu- 
reaus, telecommunications, disk conversion devices, and op- 
tical character recognition. 

Bubbles That Last A look at the first PC bubble memory 
boards. 

Videotape Backup The Corvus Mirror: hard disk data back- 


up on videotape. 





Systems 


Birmele, Ricardo 
D’Ignazio, Fred 
Goodman, Danny 


Greenberg, Ken 


Greenberg, Ken & 
Koessel, Karl 


Luhn, Robert 


Miller, Harry & 
Brown, Eric 


Tucker, D. M. 


Family Resemblance Sperry and Leading Edge PCs reviewed. 

Portables Abroad Tips for taking your computer to Europe. 

HP’s Desktop in a Briefcase A review of the HP 110, a full- 
functioned, lap-size PC compatible. 

Compag Settles Down and Powers Up Compaq’s Deskpro 
line of full-sized, modular computers. 

AT: The PC’s Powerful Partner IBM’s top-of-the-line machine 
is aimed at power users. 

The Compatibles Line Up Mini reviews and compatibility 
tests for 40 IBM PC compatibles. 

PC to Go... IBM’s Portable Personal Computer. 


Mainframe PC The 3270-PC and the XT/370 computers 
described. 


January 1985 





Subject 


Author Issue Page Section 


Title and Description 





Utilities 


Alperson, Burton L. | RED 7 


Manes, Steve 2 *212 
Mann, Brian 

Plantz, Gene 

Ryals, Steven D. 

Sirota, Warren 


Vaughan, J. G. 


Macro Mastery How to use ProKey to create a personalized 
front end for DOS 2.00. 

Making a Date A short assembler program puts the system 
date to work. 

Changing Keys Use DOS 2.00 to redefine the PC keyboard. 

The PC’s Space Program Save disk space by compressing files. 

CP/M to DOS Osborne-to-Compag conversion 

The Generators Three dBASE application generators 
compared. 

Character Construction BASIC and assembler programs 
create character fonts and download them to an Epson 


FX-80. 





Claxton, William 
Parker, Wayne 


PC-TV Computer-controlled video editing with the IBM PC. 
Interactive Video: Calling the Shots Interactive video pro- 
grams on the PC. 





Word Processing 


Alperson, Burton L. 
Hewes, Jeremy Joan 


Lagreca, Steven J. 


Leach, Bobbie Ray 
Littman, Jonathan 
Maguire, Janis L. 
Perotti, Steve 
Rogers, Raymond A. 
Ryals, Steven D. 


Shinyeda, Merrily 


Wallach, Wendell 


Getting the Word A tutorial on Microsoft Word’s style sheets. 

The Write Stuff Twenty-two tips for writing in the computer 
age. 

Enhancing the IBM Personal Editor Use the Personal Editor’s 
macro feature to simplify word processing and program 
editing. 

First-Class MailMerge Use MicroPro’s MailMerge to meld 
mailing lists with text. 

ThinkTank The ThinkTank outline processor. 

PIE ala PC PIE: Writer and The Speller reviewed. 

Write From the Start Sorcim’s SuperWriter evaluated. 

Pin Yin for the PC The creation of a Chinese word processing 
program. 

Do It With Dots Creating letterhead and envelope formats 
with WordStar’s dot commands. 

Play It Again, Samna Samna Word II evaluated. 

A Profound Irony Leading Edge Word Processor reviewed. 

Not-So-Identical Twins Final Word and Perfect Writer 

compared. 





World Class PC 


PC World 


Whyte, Christine 


World Class PC A description of the second annual World 
Class PC contest. 

World Class PC Products voted best in their categories make 
up the 1984 World Class PC system. 
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PCjr World 


Subject Issue Page Title and Description 


Accounting Nahman, Jaime 13 Holding Yourself Accountable Two personal accounting pro- 


Applications 
Software 


BASIC Tutorial 
Banking 


Books 


Communications 


Education 


Games 


Hardware 


Health 


Integrated Software 


Keyboard 


Megabytes 


PC World 


Mello, Adrian 


Mello, Adrian 


Matazzoni, Joe 


Spire, Evelyn 


Martin, Janette 


Stahr, Lisa B. & 
Pearson, Greg 


Williams, Linda 


Cook, Keith Richard 
Altman, Rick 


Heilborn, John 
Seger, Katie 

Hager, Joseph C. 
Cook, Keith Richard 
Seger, Katie & 


Davis, Frederic E. 


Seger, Katie 


Sirota, Warren 


grams help you organize your home finances. 


Working the Home Claim Will software developers adapt PC 
programs for the home market? 


Free and Simple BASIC A BASIC graphics program for PCjr. 


Banking at the Home Branch Bank in the comfort of your 
own home. 


First to the Finish Line The first books about PCjr rush to the 
bookstore. 


Dial Up News and Entertainment The Source and Com- 
puServe provide up-to-date information at your fingertips. 

When PCjr Speaks Telecommunications for home computer 
users. 


Battling the Deadly Mathphobia Three math games make 
learning arithmetic more enjoyable. 

PCjr’s Great Escapes Games you can play with PCjr. 

Challenging the Chiclets Key Tronic and Colby Computer 
cash in on dissatisfaction with the PCjr keyboard. 

Off to a Good Start: PCjr Add-Ons Add-on modules from 
Tecmar and Legacy bring the PCjr as much as 640K of com- 
puting power. 

Plug in More Power A tutorial that shows how to add an ex- 
pansion board and a disk drive to the PCjr. 


The Stress Manager Relax is a hardware and software pack- 
age that turns your computer into a biofeedback machine. 


Electric Desk Alpha Software’s new package, Electric Desk, 
integrates four applications that suit many business needs. 


Beam Me Up, PCjr Getting to know PCjr’s infrared keyboard. 


Megabytes News and notes for the PCjr community. 


PCjr Strikes a Chord A primer on PCjr’s sophisticated musical 
capablities. 





PCjr World 


Subject 


Author 


Title and Description 





Programming 


ROM Cartridges 
Special Reports 


Support 


Systems 


Tutorial 


Video 


Word Processing 


Sirota, Warren 


Novogrodsky, Seth 
Mello, Adrian 


Rietmann, Kearney 


Seger, Katie & 
Mello, Adrian 


McManus, Reed 


Seger, Katie & 


Davis, Frederic E. 


Seger, Katie 


McManus, Reed 
Myers, David 


Claxton, William 


Seger, Katie 


Altman, Rick 


Seger, Katie 


Three-Part Harmony Cartridge BASIC’s PLAY statement and 
the PCjr’s three-voice programming are demonstrated in a 
musical piece. 


Plug in a Program A look at PCjr’s ROM cartridges. 


Old Faces in New Places IBM updates the BASIC language 
and Disk Operating System for PCjr. 
PCjr World Computing at home with PCjr. 


Charting the PCjr Software Course IBM programs for the 
home computer. 


PCjr Arrives With a Crowd Big Blue unveils 12 new hardware 
products. 

IBM’s Home Run _ A look at the hardware components that 
make up PCjr. 


What Happens If It Breaks? IBM brings PCjr users many 
happy returns with its one-year warranty. 


PCjr Gets Bigger and Better IBM presents a revamped PCjr. 


Learning to Speak Turtle A look at the popular programming 
language Logo. 


Scene One, Take One Dynamic demonstrations are possible 
when you combine your computer and video tape recorder. 

PC + Video: Working Partners Interactive video technology 
adds excitement to educational and entertainment programs 
on the PCjr. 

Two Word Processors in Search of a Home Bank Street Writer 
and WordPlus-Jr are powerful word processing programs. 
Home Is Where Your Word Processor Is PCjr’s first word pro- 
cessing program brings professional features to the home. 
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The Help Screen 


Subject 


Title Issue Page 


Description 


Applications 


Apartment Management, 
With Reservations 


A list of apartment management software; another possible 
management solution. 





Assembler 


Assembler Problem 


Swapping Ports With As- 
sembly Language 


Override an operand’s type using the PTR attribute operator. 


How to swap the LPT: or COM: port values using assembly 
language. 





BASIC Colors 

BASIC Misunderstanding 
Computer Dating 
Garbage Collection Delays 
Key Trapping 

Losing Its Memory 
Reducing BASIC Garbage 


Scroll Protection 


Charts depicting the color combinations of BASIC’s COLOR 
statement. 

Differences in IBM PC BASIC and the BASIC in compatible 
machines. 

A program that derives the day of the week from the PC’s 
clock/calendar. 

How to avoid program execution delays caused by “garbage 
collection.” ; 

Using Advanced BASIC 2.0 to trap keys, including 
<Ctrl>-<Break>. 

The relationship between string variables and free memory ex- 
plained. 

Correction to previous tip (Help Screen, Vol. 2, Issue 1) about 
string space and garbage. 

Using the BASIC POKE command to define a scroll-protected 
area. 





BASIC Routines 


Recommended books containing ready-to-run BASIC pro- 
grams. 





Compaq and 
<Shift>-<PrtSc> 

Creating PRTSCOFF.COM 12 
With DOS 1.10 


How to disable the <Shift>-<PrtSc> function, which can 
cause freeze-ups. 

Creating PRTSCOFF.COM (Help Screen, Vol. 2, Issue 7) with 
DOS 1.10. 





Compatibles 


PC Jungle 


A discussion of PC compatibles; some buyers’ selection crite- 
ria. 





Correction 


Corrections for “A Tandy New Peripheral” (PCW, Vol. 1, Issue 

7). 

Corrections for “We Interrupt This Program” (PCW, Vol. 1, 
Issue 7). 





PC World 


Batch Test for Empty DOS 13 
Variable 
Correct Copies 4 


Disk Directories 
Display Control for MS- 


DOS 1.25 
Single-Sided DOS Disks 


How to have a batch file test for an empty DOS variable. 


How to accurately copy files with the /V parameter and 
COMP. 

Using DOS 2.00’s tree-structure to surpass DOS 1.10’s direc- 
tory limits. 

Creating inverse video screens, rectangular cursors, etc., in 
DOS 1.25. 

Why DOS is distributed on single-sided disks. 





Help Screen 


Subject 


Title 


Issue Page 


Description 





Subdirectory PATHs 
SYSible Disk 


Trimming the TREE 
Volume Labels 


9 


4 


82 


55 


83 


39 


An explanation of the PATH command and extended directory 
search paths. 

How to reserve space for DOS’s system files on a program 
disk. 

Using TREE and FIND to locate duplicate files on a hard disk. 

Discussing read/write speeds of DOS 1.00 and 2.00; location 
of disk label. 





Files 


Spaced File Name 


How to access and rename a file whose filename contains an 
embedded space. 





Graphics 


Active Display 


Epson Graphics Dump 
Uninvited Guests 


Using the MODE command to switch between monochrome 
and color monitors. 

An explanation of Graftrax Plus. 

Avoid “squiggles” in BASIC graph printouts using the WIDTH 
command. 





Hardware 


Blackout Backups 

Expanding System Board 
Memory 

Foreign Frequency 


IBM’s Hardware 
PC vs. TV 
Reducing Television Inter- 


ference 
To Buy or Not To Buy 


Safeguards against frequent power failures. 

Expanding memory: the correct type, speed, and handling of 
RAM chips. 

Explanation of United States and foreign power supply differ- 
ences. 

Reassigning IBM’s asynchronous board as COM2?:; a hard disk 
on/off switch. 

The PC’s radio frequency interference (RFI) effect on TV re- 
ception. 

Tips to reduce the PC’s radio (and TV) frequency interference 
levels. 

Discussion of different processors’ merits and the when-to-buy 
dilemma. 





Maintenance 


Maintenance Costs 


An estimation of the annual maintenance costs of an IBM PC. 





Miscellaneous 


Airport X Rays 


Encrypting Sensitive Data 


The effect of airport X rays on PCs and disks; a WordStar to 
DOS conversion. 
Hardware and software products providing data encryption. 





Printers 


Hardware Switch or Soft- 
ware Selection 


Merits and limitations of hardware versus software printer 
switching. 





ROM 


ROM Date 


How to determine the ROM date of your PC. 





VisiCalc 


VisiCalc to WordStar 


A way to transfer VisiCalc data into a WordStar file. 





Word Processing 


Special Symbols in Word 


Processing 


Printing business characters (trademarks, etc.) with word pro- 
cessors. 





WordStar 


Bright or Light WordStar 


Customizing the character intensity (both menu and text) of 


WordStar. 
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tar-Dot-Star 


Subject 


Title 


Description 


1-2-3 Overhead 
a 


3 as a Calculator 


Leapin’ Lotus 

Legendary Graphs 

Lotus Numeric Keypad 
Worksheet Printer Controls 


Discourse on how Lotus uses memory. 

How to use 1-2-3 as a calculator without disturbing your 
spreadsheet. 

Interesting Lotus leap year information. 

How to put floating legends anywhere on 1-2-3 graphs. 

A quick method to enter data using the numeric keypad. 

Place printing codes in worksheet files to produce print 
enhancements. 





Assembler 


Build a Better Blanker 


Improved screen-blanking program (see “Screen Respite,” *.* 
Vol. 2, Issue 4). 


> 





Assembly 


Assembly Language SOUND 


DOW NLOAD.ASM Bug 


A subroutine that controls the speaker’s tones with the 8253-5 
timer. 

A fix for DOW NLOAD.ASM (“Character Construction,” Vol. 
2, Issue 4). 





PC World 


Automatic DATA Statements 


BASIC 1.1 Timer 
BASIC Advice for BASCOM 


BASIC Cross-Reference 

BASIC Variable Reference 
Batch Links 

Cassette Port Control Compiled 
Compiler Swap 

Compiling TIMER 


Cross-Reference Checker 
Drop That Cap 


Easy Printer Check 
Fast Boot 
Input Subroutine 


Making ’Em Pause 


Regarding REBOOT 


A program that converts machine code in memory to DATA 
statements. 

A BASIC 1.1 clock timer that counts in hundredths of seconds. 

Tips on how to optimize BASIC programs for the BASIC com- 
piler, BASCOM. 

A program that lists referenced line numbers of a BASIC 
program. 

A utility that searches for a specific variable in a BASIC 
program. 

Batch files that compile and link BASIC programs using one 
command. 

A program that demonstrates controlling the MOTOR 
statement. 

A discovery about the BASIC Compiler 1.0 and SWAP 
statements. 

A ‘vug fix that allows TIMER.BAS (*.*, Vol. 2, Issue 1) to 
work when compiled. 

Checks all the cross-references in a BASIC program. 

A function that converts the first character of users’ input into 
lowercase. 

A short program that determines a printer’s status. 

A quicker boot for memory-heavy PCs. 

Allows programmes to specify several characteristics of input 
fields. 

A program that produces a pause in Interpreted or Compiled 
BASIC. 

Correction to program REBOOT.BAS (*.*, Vol. 1, Issue 7); 
makes PC cold boot. 





Star-Dot-Star 


Subject 


Title 


Issue Page 


Description 





Save the Keys 
Smarter Modem Switch 


Subroutine Locator 
Truly Random 


Un-NEW BASIC 

Using INSTR to Check INPUT 
VAL Tutorial 

Variable Checker 


How to restore the BASIC function key assignments. 

Software fix for phone dialing program PHONE.BAS (*.*, 
Vol. 1, Issue 7). 

How to monitor the location of subroutines in BASIC files. 

A faster random number generator that allows larger fixed 
string lengths. 

A method to recover files erased with the NEW command. 

How to verify that users’ input conforms to the valid choices. 

More explanations of the VAL command. 

A subroutine that lists all scalar variables. 





Batch Files 


A Batch of Help 
Batch 
Batch File Brilliance 


Call Me When It’s Over 
Defensive Disk Driving 


ECHO Black 
Hard Disk Backup 
Hard Disk Organization 


More Interactive Batch 


A batch file used to both organize and display help files. 

Interactive batch programs that allow yes or no input. 

A way to run all your application programs with a single 
batch file. 

Putting a beep in the PAUSE command. 

A technique that lessens the disk wear that is possible with 
long batch files. 

How to “turn off” the screen’s display with the ECHO 
command. 

How to shorten the backup process and back up subsets of 
disk directories. 

Batch files that provide organization and menus for hard disk 
users. 

How to use the ERRORLEVEL condition to direct the flow of 
batch files. 





Compaq 


Screen Respite 


A subroutine that blanks the Compag screen if no key is 
pressed for five minutes. 





Correction 


Correction of the screen blanking program BLANKMKR.BAS 
(*.*, Vol. 2, Issue 4). 

Where to find replacement doors for Tandon disk drives. 

A correction to the “PC-Beep III” item (*.*, Vol. 2, Issue 7). 

A correction to the program NUMOFF.COM (*.*, Vol. 2, 
Issue 9). 





dBASE 


dBASE Root 


How to do square root functions in dBASE. 





dBASE Il 


dBASE II SORT Magic 


A quicker way to SORT. 





DEBUG 


Built-In Assembler 


How to control RTS and DTR signals with assembly language. 





DOS 


Diskcopy Deuce 


Memorable Commands 


Verifying multiple DISKCOPY operations without repeating 
DISKCOMP. 

How to retrieve a DOS command after a second command 
“fills” the buffer. 
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Subject Title 


Description 





DOS 2.00 ANSLSYS Key Reassignment 
Another DOS Secret 
Catching COMMAND.COM 
Custom Prompts 
DOS 2.00 COLOR 
DOS Tips 
FORMAT Bell 
Format Fix 
Greasing the Pipe 


Hidden File Attributes 


Key Reassignments With DEBUG 13 


TREE Root Bug 
Unintentional Redirection 


User Beware 


7 
6 


12 


A correction to the DOS manual and an assembly program to 
reassign key meanings. 

An undocumented configuration command, AVAILDEV, lets 
files and devices have the same name. 

Patching DISKCOPY so that it leaves COMMAND.COM 
resident. 

How to design a custom system prompt using the ANSI.SYS 
device driver. 

A batch file that sets screen colors and monochrome character 
attributes. 

Tips on the redirection feature, the EDLIN and control char- 
acters, and ECHO. 

A patch that puts a bell in the FORMAT command. 

How to prevent unintentional FORMATrting of the hard disk. 

COMMAND.COM patch that routes intermediate piping out- 
put to a RAM disk. 

A utility to change file attributes—even system files. 

Reassign keys definitions using DEBUG 2.00. 

Using DEBUG to patch a hole in TREE.COM. 

Warning about using DOS 2.00 reserved characters in batch 
files. 

A problem with the use of SWITCHAR, from “TREE Root 
Bug” (*.*, Vol. 2, Issue 7). 





Graphics PC Picture Graphics 


VCR as RF Modulator 


A graphics program with five character fonts and a symbol li- 
brary (now sold by IBM). 


How to use a video tape recorder in place of an RF modulator. 





Keyboard Build a Better Keyboard 


Keyboard Clatter 
Keyboard Control 


Self-Cleaning Keys 


A BASIC program that converts the QWERTY keyboard to the 
Dvorak format. 

A way to get audible keyboard feedback (clicks) from IBM 
compatibles. 

Assembly language routines to set the CapsLock and 
NumLock states. 

Using the escape code to clear the function key buffer (with 
BASIC). 





Linker Linker Bug 


Bug fix for the IBM (version 2.00) and Microsoft (version 
2.01) linkers. 





Miscellaneous Drive Door Parts 
Editor’s Comment 


Half-Height Fix 


Solution for broken Tandon disk drive doors. 

BASIC program (XMAKER.BAS) that recreates binary files 
published here. 

How to configure a Teac half-height drive for the IBM PC. 





PC-Talk III PC-Beep III 
PC-Talk II] and Microcom 
Marriage 


PC World 


Using PC-Talk with slow-to-respond mainframes. 
BASIC program that configures PC-Talk for the Microcom 
PCS 2000 modem. 





Star-Dot-Star 


Subject 


Title 


Description 





Pascal 


Pascal Predicament 


How to use IBM Pascal on different disk drives, including hard 
disks. 





Printers 


Gemini Graphics 
Okidata Mode Fix 


Radio Shack Printer Fix 


Patch that allows owners of Gemini 10X to use 
GRAPHICS.COM. 

MODE.COM patch providing line length and number of line 
codes for Okidata. 

Correcting the incompatibility between the PC and Radio 
Shack’s printer. 





Word 
Processing ~ 


Imperfect Writer 

Leading Periods in WordStar 
More PATH and PeachText 
PeachText and DOS 2.00’s PATH 


pfs:write With DOS 2.00 
VW in Overdrive 


How to avoid an erratic and destructive bug in Perfect Writer. 


How to avoid unexpected results from a WordStar leading 
period. 

Another PATH tip for PeachText users; also a way to bypass 
the menu. 

How to create “paths” for PeachText files using batch files and 
BASIC. 

How to make room for DOS 2.00 on the pfs:write system disk. 

Two methods that speed up Volkswriter’s operation. 





WordStar 


NEC Sheet-Feeder Aid 


Strip Ease 


Patch that configures WordStar for the NEC 3550’s cut-sheet 
feeder. 

A program that removes special codings (high-bits) from 
WordStar files. 
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